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Psalms 14 Verse 1     The Fool Hath Said In His Heart 
Ps 14:1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable 
works, there is none that doeth good. 
 "Fool" is defined as: stupid; wicked (especially impious), foolish man or woman, vile person, to 
wilt; to fall away, fail, faint; to be or do foolish or (morally) wicked; to despise, disgrace, dishonour, 
lightly esteem, fade away, fall (down, off), come to nought, make vile. 
 "hath said" means: to say, answer, appoint, avouch, bid, boast self, call, certify, challenge, 
charge, commune, consider, declare, demand, desire, determine, expressly, indeed, intend, name, 
promise, publish, report, require, say, (speak against, of), suppose, talk, tell, think, utter. 
 "heart" means: the heart; also used very widely for; the feelings, the will and even the intellect; 
likewise for the center of anything: care for, consent, considered, courageous, double hearted, heed, 
minded, regarded, themselves, unawares, understanding, willingly, wisdom. 
 "The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God". I awoke this morning with this phrase ringing 
in my mind and heart. This thought jumped out at me: Did you notice that it didn't say; has said out 
loud or expressed orally? It says definitely that "The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God" 
Somehow, in my mind, I had always applied this scripture to those who go around proclaiming they are 
atheist, saying 'there is no God' and trying to convince others that there is no God. This group of 
persons certainly qualifies by the definitions to be fools; however, I want us to look at this in the 
perspective, as it is actually stated in scripture. 
 You have already read the definitions of the key words in this scripture and they all cover a very 
broad scope. Let's first consider the phrase "hath said in his heart" and see what understanding we 
can come to about it. 
 We see, as we read this text, the expression is not an oral one, as I had previously conceived, 
but rather, an action connected to the intent of the heart itself. Now, this text takes on a whole new 
aspect when considered it as stated. If the defining of a fool is "in the heart", how can we know who to 
be aware of, and who to keep up a guard against, lest we be drawn away from our own belief that 
"there is a God"? Scripture teaches us some ways to determine this, for example: 
 Mt 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies: 

Mr 7:20-23; And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 21 For 
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 
Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.  
 In both of these references, Jesus is clearly teaching; when we see people doing these things, 
and any other ungodliness, they are expressing that, in their heart, they are fools. You see, the Jews 
were judging Christ's disciples by an outward expression (eating without washing their hands) which to 
the Jews was breaking the law commandments. Jesus answered them saying; eating with unwashed 
hands does not defile us (is not a sin) before God; but rather, the things listed, and all that they 
encompass, are the defiling things of man (are sins) before God. We judge a tree by the fruit it bears. 
 What then does this tell us? Any person not living in the godly way; is saying to God, and to 
God's people, that I am a fool. How can we say this? We are not saying it; they are saying it by their 
own actions. We simply look at the fruit and see if it is good or bad.  
 To further give support of what we are trying to convey let's look at some instances when 
people were called fools in scripture: 
 Lu 11:39 And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup 
and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness. 40 Ye fools, did not he that 
made that which is without make that which is within also? 41 But rather give alms of such things as 
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ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you. 42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint 
and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone. Jesus, here and in Matthew 23, tells the Pharisees that 
they are fools, why? Because the Pharisees were only pretending to live the godly life; they failed to do 
judgment and exercise the love of God. They were hypocrites. Another warning to us today! 
 Lu 12:16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room 
where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
We see here a man trusting in the riches of the world. God says of him "thou fool". Obviously, the rich 
man did not have any care, belief, or concern, about God and was consumed with "the love of money". 
 Lu 24:22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early 
at the sepulchre; 23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a 
vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And certain of them which were with us went to the 
sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 25 Then he said unto 
them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 And they 
drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further. 
29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. 
And he went in to tarry with them. 30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him; and he vanished out of their sight. The ones described here are those who had been following 
Christ as disciples. Jesus, here, describes as fools those; who do not believe the scriptures, who don't 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, and those who don't believe that Jesus is resurrected from the dead. 
Notice, in this scripture text; when Jesus opened their eyes and they saw him for who he really was; 
they were no longer fools or slow of heart. Another warning for the church today! 
 Ro 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also 
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against 
nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompense of their error which was meet. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 
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29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenant 
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 
them that do them. Do you remember our first two references in Mt 15:19 and Mr 7:20-23? Compare 
the sins listed there with the ones here, and see that several more added. This tells us that the people 
described in Mt 15:19 and Mr 7:20-23 are fools just as these described here in Romans. 
 What does all this say to us? It certainly reminds us of the need to walk circumspectly, before 
the world and God. We understand our walks, as well as our talks, are speaking clearly the intent of our 
hearts. It reminds us of the need of self-examination, to certify that we are walking in godliness and 
bearing good fruit (showing forth good works). Understanding this will help us fulfill the scripture in: 
Mt 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. We understand, because we have the light of Christ in us, we are shedding 
abroad the glory of God. God's intent, for the light of Christ in us, is that our light shines brightly to his 
glory, and in so doing, that it spread to others and their light shine to the glory of God. 

It tells me that Jesus (God) does the judgments of the eternal consequence of sins. Since God 
knows the intent of the heart and thoughts, God is able to make true and accurate judgments of 
whether a person will be in heaven or hell, as seen in: Heb 4:9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God 
did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same 
example of unbelief. 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do. This also reminds us of the Pharisees mentioned earlier. They were putting on a good show on 
the outside, but God knew what was on the inside, in their hearts. Here also, we have another 
reminder; we are to be true disciples of Christ, not walking in hypocrisy, but truly living out Christ in us. 

One last thought from scripture: Pr 24:9 The thought of foolishness is sin: What is a thought of 
foolishness? I used to think foolishness was; thoughts of everyday life, telling jokes, acting crazy, 
pulling pranks, enjoying life in the flesh, and our idle minds filled with thoughts of nothingness. I 
believe now; the above scriptures clearly indicate to us that at least some foolish thoughts are: 

• Thoughts that there is no God, 
• Doubts that God exist, 
• Not believing in Jesus Christ, 
• Not believing the scriptures, 
• Not believing in heaven and hell, 
• Not believing in eternal life, for both the saved and the lost, 
• Believing we can save ourselves from eternal damnation without God or Christ, 
• And all that disbelief in God and Christ entails. 

 I pray that by now, you can see clearly; we are not only fruit inspectors; we are also fruit 
producers. We live in a world of humanity infected with foolishness, by its inherit nature and its choice. 
Only, by the grace of God are we made wise. We pray; God's light of truth may shine in us brightly; so 
that all may know that we are not fools. May God bless and keep us all, in Jesus Christ, Amen! 
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, for Salvation by Grace, and Eternal Life in heaven and immortal glory! 
2020-07-09 


